2                                              Luminaries of Andhra Pradesh

His genius, added to his impetuous and restless spirit, had
made him fight many a battle against the orthodox and the
obscurantist of the day and succeed substantially in modernising
Andhradesa.

His one mam object  was as Dr. C. R. Reddy says,  "to

smite orthodoxy and bring it to. the dust. St.-p by step
he proceeded onward and forward in his resolute course of
rationalism and humanism. Finally he cast away his sacrtd
thread and with it his caste and orthodox Hinduism in which he
was born. . I think he called himself a Brahmo, though his
Brahmoism was not an adoption of something thai was bore
and bred outside but che straight simple evolution of his faith
from within".

VeeresalingaiB was born in a middle class Brahmin family
at Rajahmimdry on April 16, IMS. His father Subbarayudii

and tils uncle Ve&kataratoam. were reduced to poverty because
of their father, who being a great spendthrift, lost a good bit of

their ancestral property. Now the sons did not do any better,
for they were not employed till they lost what little was left for
them.                     .                        ,         .         . .

Subbarayudu became a clerk in Government' office at
Kakinada, bet did not continue for long. After a brief illness
he passed away leaving his only child Veeresalingam, who was
just four years old, in the care of his wife Puriamma,' who, in her
torn, had to depend on her brother-in-law, Venkataratnam,
whose means were no better either. However, the latter took
the responsibility of looking after Veeresaiingam and his mother,
Punnamma.

Despite their crippling financial  circumstances, the little

boy Veeresallfigam was sent to a couple of local schools where
be finished Ms elementary and middle school education gaining
some proficiency in Telugti. After his Middle school, Ponna-
SB a hnrryHto get her boy employed, in some Govern-
scrvice* None could Maine the poor matter, for such was
her poverty-stricken condition that drove her to seek a job for
"feer SOB. So put him in the care of a relation under whom
be worked and karat English in his spare time and arithmetic

